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The applicant's information disclosure statement dated 5/13/2004 has been 
considered and a copy has been placed in the file. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pickles 
(3,736,702). Pickles (702) discloses an apparatus for positioning a window in a vehicle 
having a mounting surface (below element 10), the apparatus comprising: a lift 
mechanism (76, 16, and 10) disposed on the mounting surface, the lift mechanism (76, 
16, and 10) configured to move the window (column 1, line 67) between a raised 
position and a lowered position, a strut (50) having a first end (52) disposed on the 
mounting surface and a second end (40) adapted to engage the window, and the strut 
(50) biases the window toward a raised position. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Burridge 
(3,219,335). Burridge (*335) discloses an apparatus for positioning a window (10) 
disposed in a closure of a vehicle (column 1, lines 11-24), a guide track (21) configured 
to be attached to the mounting surface, a carriage (17) having a plurality of rollers (29, 
30. and 31) adapted to engage the guide track (21), a link (14) connected to the 
carriage (17) at a first end and connected to a first window bracket (13) at a second end 
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and an actuator (25) for moving the carriage along tlie guide track (21 ), and the plurality 
of rollers (29, 30, and 31) roll along the guide track to move the window (10) between a 
raised position and a lowered position. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for a4 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pickles (702) in view of KanA^ande (5,345,719). All of the elements of the instant 
invention are discussed in detail above except providing the window with multiple 
panes. Karwande (719) discloses a window having multiple panes and a window 
treatment (32, and 40). KanA^ande (719) further discloses a pane (28) extending further 
(due to the fact that the door is curved inwardly and that pane (28) extends further to an 
interior side) than the second pane (30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the window pane of Pickles (702) 
with a double window pane as taught by KanA/ande (719) since a plurality of window 
panes provides greater structural integrity and safety. 

Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burridge ('335) in view of Kanvande (719). All of the elements of the instant invention 
are discussed in detail above except providing the window with multiple panes. 



Application/Control Number: 10/709,557 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3634 

Karwande (719) discloses a window having multiple panes and a window treatment 
(32, and 40). Karwande (719) further discloses a pane (28) extending further (due to 
the fact that the door is curved inwardly and that pane (28) extends further to an interior 
side) than the second pane (30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to provide the window pane of Burridge ('335) with a 
double window pane as taught by KanA^ande (719) since a plurality of window panes 
provides greater structural integrity and safety. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burridge 
C335) in view of Pickles (702). Burridge ('335) discloses an apparatus for positioning a 
window (10) disposed in a closure of a vehicle (column 1, lines 11-24). a guide track 
(21) configured to be attached to the mounting surface, a carriage (17) having a plurality 
of rollers (29, 30, and 31) adapted to engage the guide track (21), a link (14) connected 
to the carriage (1 7) at a first end and connected to a first window bracket (13) at a 
second end and an actuator (25) for moving the carriage along the guide track (21 ), and 
the plurality of rollers (29, 30, and 31 ) roll along the guide track to move the window (1 0) 
between a raised position and a lowered position. Burridge ('335) fails to disclose a 
strut. Pickles ('702) discloses a strut (50). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the apparatus of Burridge 
('335) with a strut as taught by Pickles ('702) since a strut provides assistance to an 
opening/closing mechanism during the closing portion of the window path. 
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Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burridge 
('335) in view of Pickles (702) as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Kouth 
et al. (3,640,022). All of the elements of the instant invention are discussed in detail 
above except providing pairs of rollers. Kouth et al. ('022) disclose a pair of rollers (see 
figure 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the apparatus of Burridge ('335) with pairs of rollers as taught by 
Kouth et al. ('022) since pairs of rollers increase the surface area for guiding between 
the window/drive assembly and the guide track. 

Claims 2-6, 10, and 17-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomri including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. patent to Christ et al. disclose multiple windowpanes similar 
to that of the applicant's invention. U.S. patent to Fenelon (6,216,394) discloses a 
plurality of rollers similar to that of the applicants invention. U.S. patent to Maslonka 
(3,143,340) discloses a pair of struts (29), which assist the window to an opened 
position. U.S. patent to Golde (3,209,412) discloses a spring-assisted window similar to 
that of the applicant's invention. U.S. patent to Nakagomi et al. disclose a spring- 
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assisted window similar to that of the applicant's invention. U.S. patents to Oishei et al. 
and Waddey disclose hydraulic assist devices similar to that of the applicant's invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerry Redman 
at telephone number 571-272-6835. 




Jerry Redman 
Primary Examiner 



